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“Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas 
(which means Son of Encouragement)” Acts 4:36 

The New Testament is filled with letters from Paul, from John, from 
Peter and from a former tax collector and a physician, Luke.  One of 

the gospels comes from John Mark who had joined others on their missionary journey’s and 
shared what he had learned about Jesus.  The one person I wish we knew more about or I wish 
we had another Gospel account, it would have been Barnabas.   

 He was a Cypriot Jew who birth name was Joseph.  In his encounter with Jesus, he 
listened to how Jesus communicated to the people and lifted them up with words of 
encouragement.  This apparently made an impression on Joseph because he would become 
known as Barnabas which literally means (son of encouragement)  It was Barnabas who 
encouraged  Paul to meet with  the first apostles (Acts 9:27).  It was Barnabas who took one of 
the first mission trips to Antioch which became so successful, that he went to Tarsus to once 
again find Paul (aka Saul) to help him in that growing ministry. (Acgts 11: 25-26 ).  Identified as 
an apostle (Acts 14: 14) Barnabas join the Apostle Paul is missionary journeys to reach the 
Gentiles.  But what I most remember about Barnabas is that when Paul had an issue with John 
Mark joining them on a missionary journey,  Barnabas offered encouraging support for John 
Mark and decided to let Paul go his way and he would go his way for the sake of Christ taking 
with him John Mark whom he supported.  He encouraged Pagans to know Christ and sought to 
take care of the poor whom Christ called him to serve.  In short he was truly an encourager for 
Christ.  I encourage you to be the same. 

Peace, 

Jon   

Email Bible Study on the Gospel of John. 

Our email Bible Study continues, though the Pastor  is  finding it difficult to 
get the questions  together in a timely manner.  I ask for your patience.  
Whether you finish the questions or not,  I am still present every Sunday 

evenings at 6pm for anyone wanting to come and share their answers and thoughts on the chapters we 
focus on  the ou grow in your faith.   



January 22-27/28, 2017   

The Presbytery has scheduled a 
Presbytery wide Mission trip to Baton 

Rouge, LA.  With the recent Hurricane Matthew, PDA may also have some mission 
opportunities on the East Coast that we can participate in helping families rebuild their lives.  We 
will keep you posted as information comes to us.   

Shelter My Sheep News 

In the next couple of weeks, things will be moving to get the two micro houses 
ready to help homeless families this winter.  Next week at the board, we will 
decide if the house on the church Street property needs to be moved around or 
stay at its present spot.   Many thanks to the TPHS tech classes who built an 
front porch that is to go on the church street house after it is situated. Also next 
week, the septic system will be mapped out at the Sweetwater property and 
hopefully we move the second house in the next couple of weeks’ 

    

The HMMC Gala is almost here. 

For those who want to know more about what we are doing 
to combat homelessness,  you are invited to join us for the 
HMMC Benefit Gala taking place at the Grand Vista Hotel 
in Vonore off of Highway 72.   

 On October 22 @ 6pm,  we will have a wonderful 
dinner with music and special guest speaker Trent Dion 
Soto, who produced the 2015 documentary, Among the 
Discarded.  The cost is $30 per ticket with all gifts given to 
support the HMMC program.  Please contact, Don Abel or 
Pastor Jon Faraone for tickets and information. 

 

The Haunted Schoolhouse in Session 

October 21-22/ 28-29  Cost to go to school is $3 and all proceeds 
raised goes to feeding needy families during the Christmas holidays.  
Volunteers needed to make this year another success.  Please contact 
Regina Bivens for more information….  And no this isn’t a picture 
of the preacher.   



Montreat Wee Kirk Conference 

On October 17-19,  the Pastor will join 
Elder Regina and Donald Bivens to 
attend the annual Officer Leadership 
Conference  in Montreat, NC.  Please 
call pastor’s cell (270) 705-2914 if there 
is an emergency.   

 

 

Other Dates and News to remember: 

October 22 @6pm-  Volunteers Appreciation 
dinner given by the Madisonville Presbyterian 
Church to honor those who have helped with the 
Soup Kitchen ministry. 

October 23-  All Bikers are invited to join us on the Cherahala to see the fall 
colors.  We will have lunch in Robinsville.   

October 30-  A brief Congregational Mtg. will follow worship to elect a slate 
to serve on the Nominating committee.  During the next month, they will 
discern and seek God’s direction on who will serve on the next class of 
Deacons and Elders.  That slate will be presented at the annual 
Congregational Mtg. on November 27. 

November 1- Presbytery Meeting at Lake Hills Presbyterian Church in 
Knoxville.   

November 20- Harvest Fest dinner is just around the corner. Stay tuned 
for more information.   

 

 


