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Many of us have visited the beach and during our walks, we have seen a 

variety of birds.  In her devotional, , Ann Graham Lotz writes about a time 

when she sat on her porch watching the sun rise over the ocean when she 

felt the Lord whisper to her heart a question.  “What do you see?”  So she 

looked and noticed the birds.  There were the sandpipers that were running 

along the shore retreating every time a wave would come in and counter attacked when the 

waves receded.  She noticed the skimmers gliding just above the water in their quest for food.  

Then see noticed the seagulls standing up to their knees in the surf.  Finally, she saw pelicans 

diving headfirst into the water and coming up with fish they seemed to swallow whole.   

 Then she sensed the Lord speak to her saying, “The Bible is like the ocean, and the 

people who read My Word are very much like those birds.  Some will dance around the 

Scriptures, not really wanting to step in and get their feet wet.  Others will read the Scriptures, 

just skimming the surface for facts and information.  Still others get knee deep, reading the 

Scriptures each day and even using devotionals or keeping a commentary close by.  And there 

are some, like the pelicans, who dive in over their heads, going deep in Bible study, applying and 

living out what they learned.  Which bird are you most like?      

 We are discerning ways to encourage you to dive in and deepen your desire to study 

God’s word.  Soon a survey will be passed out during worship and will be turned back in so that 

the Session can have an idea of ways we can provide opportunities for people to  grow in their 

knowledge of God’s Word.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

Peace, 

Jon 

 

        Presbyterian Disaster Assistance have now designated the Sevierville church and the 

Gatlinburg church as PDA centers for mission groups.  At the end of January over 400 home 

sites have been cleared with around another 400 needed to be cleared.  About 60 older adults 

who lost their homes had no insurance with another 200 being underinsured.   If interested in 

becoming part of a mission team, please sign up on the clip board outside of pastor’s office. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Bible Study meets at 9am at the church with Fenton 

McCahill leading a study on the headship of Christ. 

A Women’s Bible Study group meets on Thursdays at 10- 

1:30pm.  This study is led by Peggy Payne, in Madisonville.  

They just started a two year in depth study on the Book of 

Romans.  For more information, please contact Sandra Black at 253-3876.   

 Each week, the pastor sends out a study sheet with questions on the Gospel of John 

for reflection and thought.  On Sundays at 6pm, there is an opportunity to gather with the pastor 

to share your answers, questions and thoughts in a group discussion format.  For more 

information, please contact the church office at 253-2303.  

 Finally, the Adult Sunday School class is enjoying a video series by Ray Vander 

Laan which invites viewers to join Ray as he journeys to various places in the Holy Lands and 

brings to life God’s Word in the historical and cultural context.  This class meets on Sunday 

mornings at 9am in the upstairs Sunday School room. 

Shelter My Sheep News 

  How things change.   The Youth Ministry purchased a new storage building 

for the Youth ministry program.  Therefore, House #2 has been moved to the 

property on Church street where it will be finished out.  Once moved, we will 

be forming work parties to finish the house and get it ready to host needy 

families.     



 

Tellico Trail Blazers! 

Shannon Harris has put together a hiking support group that will 

go hiking at least once a month through 2017 with the goal of 

hiking to Mt. LeConte in October.  If interested, contact Shannon 

Harris on Facebook looking up Tellico Trail Blazers.  The next 

hike is scheduled for February 25 to hike the Coyote Loop trail 

(2.2 miles) on the River road in Greenback.  We will meet at Sloan’s in Vonore at 9am.     

 

Check it out!  There are some renovations going 

on downstairs We are looking at ways to expand and 

update the youth ministry area.   We are looking to 

transform the old kitchen into a Youth cafe and create a 

sitting area complete with cozy sofa and bigscreen TV that will be inviting to all 

who come.  Come and join us as we meet at 4: 30pm on Sunday  

evenings.   

On February 11,  the Youth invite all to join them for a Valentines 

dinner so that the youth can show their love to the congregation. 

Dinner will be at 5pm in the Fellowship Hall.   

 

   Calling all kids!  Join us for 

Winter Jam 2017  at Thompson 

Bowling Arena  on February 26.  Ten 

Christian artists will be performing 

and Sadie Robertson (Duck Dynasty) 

will be this year’s guest speaker.  We 

will meet at the church at 2pm to get 

in line.  Cost is $10 per person. 



 

Church Directory Available 

Thanks to Sandra Black, we have an updated church 

directory.  Copies have been placed in the pews to help 

visitors to match names with faces.  We would like for 

them to remain in the pews.  If anyone would like a copy, 

please come by or contact the church office at 253-2303. 

 

The Dorcas Ladies Quilt Ministry 

All those who enjoy working with needles, patches and 

thread are invited to join the Dorcas Ladies as they create quilts 

for the needy.  They meet every 1st and 3rd Wednesday 

beginning at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.   

 

Confirmation Classes start in March. 

As we prepare for the celebration of  Easter,  we are 

blessed with the privilege  of  celebrating  our young people 

who profess their faith in  Jesus Christ.  If your child (around 

age 12-15+-) has expressed a desire to accept Christ Jesus 

into their heart, be baptized, or publically profess their faith 

and become more active in the life and ministry of the 

church,  confirmation is an opportunity to share with them 

the basic truths of  the Gospel and what it means to be a 

follower of Jesus Christ.  The main focus for this year’s 

confirmation classes will be Luke 9: 23.  Please feel free to 

contact the church office for more information at 253-2303.    


