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This picture is one familiar to many as the moment when Jesus prayed in 
the garden just before his arrest.  The image reminds me of the importance 
of prayer in our lives.  Philip Yancey from his book Prayer, shared that 
“according Gallup polls, more Americans will pray this week than will 
exercise, drive a car, have sex, or go to work.  Nine in ten of us pray 
regularly, three out of four claim to pray everyday. 

 Yet, in his research, he discovered there is a “conundrum” 
(puzzle, mystery problem) in that people pray but they do not find it 

satisfying.  In fact, he writes, “Most of those I talked to experienced prayer more of a burden 
than as a pleasure.”  How is your prayer life?  A blessing or a burden?   

 All of us are so busy these days that “we have a constant sensation of not enough:  not 
enough time, not enough rest, not enough exercise, not enough leisure.  Where does God fit into 
a life that already seems behind schedule? …..  Prayer is to the skeptic a delusion, a waste of 
time.  To the believer it represents perhaps the most important use of time.” 

 As we immerse ourselves into this Lent season of reflection,  I want to encourage you 
to look at your prayer life.  Why do you spend time in prayer whether it an prayer for grace when 
you mess up or when you wake up in the morning and you look out to the mountains?  What is 
the purpose of prayer in your life?  Yancey shares that when it comes to prayer, “More than 
anything else in life, I want to know God.”   

 Maybe during the time of reflection before Easter, you can take some time by a creek, 
in the mountains, or on your porch to talk to and listen to God.    

Peace, 

Jon 

 
 PDA is set up in Gatlinburg.  If there is an interest in putting together a mission  
team to locally help some others in need, please sign up at the church office 
bulletin board outside church office and we will contact them to see what dates 
are available.   



Men’s Bible Study meets at 9am at the church with Fenton 
McCahill leading a study on the headship of Christ. 

A Women’s Bible Study group meets on Thursdays at 10- 
1:30pm.  This study is led by Peggy Payne.  They just started 
a two year in depth study on the Book of Romans.  For more 
information, please contact Sandra Black at 253-3876.   

 Each week, the pastor sends out a study sheet with questions on the Gospel of John 
for reflection and thought.  On Sundays at 6pm, there is an opportunity to gather with the pastor 
to share your answers, questions and thoughts in a group discussion format.  For more 
information, please contact the church office at 253-2303.  

 Finally, the Adult Sunday School class is doing a video study series on Max 
Lucado’s book, He Chose the Nails.  They meet on Sunday mornings at 9am 

Shelter My Sheep News 

  On March 11, we helped our newest family who have been staying 
at Microhouse #1 tomove to a new rental home in Vonore where the husband 
will only be 10 minutes from work.  He, his wife and son couldn’t express 
enough how the Shelter my Sheep Ministry helped them a crisis in their life.  It 
was because of your support that we could help them in their time of need.  
Therefore, we give thanks to you for your support of the Shelter my Sheep 

Ministry.  

  For an update, Shelter my Sheep recently invested in 3 acres of land off Ridge Road 
in Madisonville to set up the next mini village of micro houses which will be used to help the 
homeless.   In addition, We need help laying block on house #2 .   House #1  needs some trim 
painting.  And once the block is laid, the electrical work plumbing will be done so that we can 
insulate and put up walls.  There is a lot going on.  If you are interested in helping in any of these 
projects, please sign up on Bulletin board outside the  church office.    

Tellico Trail Blazers! 

 We had a great hike last month on the River Trail on the 
Greenback side of the Tennessee River.  Stay tuned for more 

information on the next hike as we prepare for out October trip to Mt. LeConte.   

 There is been some discussion on youth and parents going up for an over 
nighte camping trip on LeConte.  Please contact pastor  or sign up on the Bulletin 
Board outside Church office 



 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dorcas Ladies Quilt Ministry 

All those who enjoy working with needles, patches and  thread are invited to 
join the Dorcas Ladies as they create quilts for the needy.  They meet every 1st and 
3rd Wednesday beginning at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.   

 



 


