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As we enter a new year, I thought back to a time when I first learned 
how to use a compass.  There were times during hikes that I would get 
confused and turned around in the woods.  After a while the trails and 
trees would look the same leading me to wander aimlessly in the 
wilderness which caused a great deal of anxiety at times, especially 
when all the trees are scattered and snapped by a major storm.  On one 

such occasion, I became so disoriented that I pulled out the only thing I thought could help me-  
a compass.  What is amazing is that you can turn compass to any direction, but no matter how 
you turn it, there is one thing that is always a constant.  The needle always points to the magnetic 
north.  Looking at the map and seeing as far as I can see to a mountain, a pond, or a valley and 
combining that with the compass, I not only learn where I am at, but where I am going and an 
idea of how to get there.   

 So, it is in life, as we enter 2017, there will be times when each of us will become get 
lost, turned around, and disoriented in our faith journey.  When those times come, you will 
become anxious and maybe even afraid.  Maybe you will receive unwelcome health news, a 
crisis happening in the country will hurt your heart, you might lose your job, be injured in an 
accident, become depressed because something is hurtfully said on Facebook, or someone you 
love is struggling with an addiction.  And thus, some of us wander which way to turn and what 
direction do we take to get out of the mess we are in? 

 The Good News is that God has given us a “Spiritual” compass in God’s Word.  It is 
through faith that we believe there is a “needle” in our hearts that will always point to God.  That 
needle is Jesus Christ.  So, as you wander in the wilderness of life and a storm gets you lost or 
maybe you take a wrong turn down another path and you have no idea where you are at, stop, 
take a breath and break out “God’s” compass believing that God’s only Son, Jesus will point you 
in the right direction.  Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one can get to the 
Father except through me.”  Jesus will get you back on track and show what direction to take.    

Safe Travels, 

Jon 



 

 

 

 The Pastor will be joining a mission team from January 22-28 to do flood recovery 
work in Baton Rouge, LA.  Meanwhile Volunteers are needed to help with the Local 
catastrophic events that took place in Athens (Tornado damage) and Gatlinburg (wildfire damage 
from the same storm that hit Athens).  This is what I know: 

 Gatlinburg-  Volunteers are needed to help with sort donations, feed volunteers 
working in area, and to volunteer to help with the work.  Every volunteer MUST register through 
the Volunteer Reception Center (VRC) at 1304 Parkway in Sevierville.    You will be assigned a 
number so that your hours can be tracked at individual sites.  (You only need to register at the 
VRC once.  After that, everything can be done electronically).  One immediate way to help is to 
provide meals for the All Hands Volunteers who are staying at the Gatlinburg Church.  They are 
the ones running the VRC, staffing distribution centers, removing debris, running chain saws and 
sifting through rubble.  Please consider preparing or donating dinners between now and January 
23, 2017.    Monetary gifts are also needed.   

 Athens- On December 1, the same storm that spread the fires in Gatlinburg brought 
an EF-2 tornado to Athens.  For those wanting to volunteer, please If you’d like to volunteer to 
help in tornado cleanup, contact Coordinated Charites and sign up and E & E Manufacturing 
at 2000 Tellico Avenue E in Athens. Their phone number is (423) 649-1700.  Also, the United 
Way posted that “All relief aid and resources for storm victims are centrally located at the 



American Bedding Warehouse located at 276 Dennis Street”. Finally, Frank Davis of Helping 
Hands Ministries is needing volunteers to help with Rehab work on homes that have been 
damaged.  He is currently working with a group on Mennonites who are coming in to join in this 
work.  If interested, please call the Center church so we can put together a team or individually   
423-920-4179. 

 

Installation and Ordination Service 

Is scheduled for January 8 during worship.  Please pray for 
them as they accept God’s call to lead and serve you. 

Elders:  Jean Buckner, Regina Bivens 

Deacons:  Veronica Taylor, Donna Hamilton 

 

 

Men’s Bible Study resumes on January 7 @ 9am weather 
permitting.  Fenton McCahill will be leading this study. 

A Study on the Gospel of John will also resume on Sunday 
nights @ 6pm.  Rev. Jon Faraone will be leading this study.   

 

Shelter My Sheep News 

 A lot has been going on the Shelter my Sheep ministry.  
This past week, the Board of Alderman for Tellico Plains voted to 
allow us to build a second house on the 208 Church Street property 
and tap into the existing water and sewer system.  That means we 
will not have to pay $1500 for another meter to be installed and the 
cost of plumbing that goes with it.  Instead, we will pay for two 
houses which will draw from one water meter unless with each 
house having a minimum usage 

of 1000 gallons, which comes out to a little over $60 a month.  The second house will be built on 
site this summer with the help of the Circle “G” ministry.   

 House #2 which is across the street has been purchased by the Center Church Youth 
Ministry for storage.  We learned this past year that the house was built too tall (14 feet) to be 



moved on the highway.  Though it was a hard lesson learned, God has allowed something 
positive to come out of it.  The Session voted to move the former house #2 next to the current 
block shed and dumpster and use it for storage. 

 Over the Christmas holidays, a deaf mother of two, ages 3 and 4 stayed at house #1 
until family came to take her back to her home in Springfield, MO.  God is good. 

   

Tellico Trail Blazers! 

Shannon Harris has put together a hiking support group that will go 
hiking at least once a month through 2017 with the goal of hiking to Mt. 
LeConte in October.  If interested, contact Shannon Harris on Facebook 
looking up Tellico Trail Blazers.  The first hike is scheduled for January 

14 and will be meeting at Shannon’s house for departure to Holly Flats campground and hike 5 
miles down to Bald River Falls.   


