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This Summer,  we are taking time to focus on the life of David 
and what we can learn from his life.  Some may not realize that 
the Scriptures dedicate 66 chapters to his story.  He pinned 

many of the Psalms with the most popular being Psalm 23, 121, and 139.  The New 
Testament mentions his name 59 times and his name is used to confirm Jesus, in 
the eyes of the world, as a descendent of David.  No one is written more about in 
the scriptures than David, except for Jesus, the Son of God.  We know him as a 
shepherd boy, musician, giant killer, and a king who was loved by the people.   
Yet, we will also learn he sinned in numerous ways and he and his family suffered 
the consequences of his sins.  He was a workaholic and a lousy father.  In his final 
days,  he was so estranged from his family David would die alone with a young 
maiden by his side who took the place of  his wives and kids.  At the same time, 
however, God always knew his heart and time and time again, God’s grace and 
mercy was made evident to David throughout his life.   

 I hope you will continue to join me as we look at David’s life and learn from 
his life, from his empowered achievements to his sinful struggles, how we can 
grow in our understanding of what it means to for us to “seek after God’s own 
heart.” (I Samuel 13:14) 

Shalom,             

Jon 

Session News: 

 The Session wants to inform the 
congregation about some of the things that 
were discussed at the last regular meeting.  
After informing the congregation that  Larry 



Harris will be stepping down as Church Treasurer, there were two to three people 
who expressed an interest to continue the Larry’s faithful work.  The elders are in 
the process of discerning who God is calling to take the church finance baton.  

 The Session approved $2000 of Monetary gifts 
given in memory of Beecher Cardin to purchase new 
children’s playground equipment.  Once equipment is 
purchased, volunteers will be needed to put it together.  If, 
interested in helping, please call the church at 253-2303.   

Through the kindness of a church member, a 6x10 covered 
trailer has been purchased for mission trips and other church 
related activities such as youth camping, Old Timer Sunday 
Services, etc.  The Session wishes to express their 
appreciation for this and all investments that are made to 
strengthen the  ministry of Center Church.   

Shelter My Sheep 
 Thanks to the Deacons, teachers Jake Harris and Deacon Travis Hamilton,  
students and volunteers to helped to build the ministries first house.  It is 90% 
completed and will be moved to a location in the very near future.  Unfortunately, 

the proposed tenant disagreed with some things in the SmS 
lease agreement.  Therefore, the house will be used 
according to the original goal of SmS, which is to provide 
temporary housing for the Homeless as they work to 
improve their life situation.   

 Many thanks to Gary and Maria Ferguson who 
recently allowed us to use their apartment to help one such family in need.  Both 
husband and wife now have jobs and with the help of the Douglas Cherokee, have 
just signed a rental agreement in Vonore.      

 



VBS is coming!  Center 

Church will be holding Thailand 
Trek VBS from July 20- 22nd.    It 
will be begin This year, our focus 
in how the Good News of Jesus 
Christ is proclaimed another 
country and culture.  This year, we 

have a special treat!  We will have as our guest an actual missionary team to 
Thailand.  Friend and former classmate, Barry Dawson and his wife Shelly, will 
be making a presentation on the work they do in Thailand.     

Things begin with a light supper at 5:30 and finish at 8pm.  Please 
prayerfully consider how God might be calling you to serve the children of our 
church and community through VBS.  Experience working with children is NOT 
required!  For questions, or to volunteer, talk to Deb or Regina.   

 

Welcome to our newest Member, Wyatt 

Sherman, who professed his faith in Jesus 
Christ and asked for and received the 
Sacrament of Baptism.  I was reminded of 
Jesus’ words to his disciples in Matthew 
19:14, “Let the little children come unto 
me, do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these.”   

 

Mission Corner-  chair Jean B. Buckner 

 Gail Henley, who began the Community potluck suppers at Madisonville 
Presbyterian Church share these words of appreciation to all, including those of 
Center Church, who support that ministry with their food and friendship.  Gail 
writes, “Can you believe it?  Madisonville Presbyterian has been offering hot 



meals every Tuesday for 2 years and 6 months….That’s over 4,880 meals plus 
takeout meals that are delivered to shut ins at Sequoyah village. 

 All of this would not be possible if not for the support of our partner 
churches:  Buckner UMC, First UMC, Hiwassee Church of God, St. Joseph 
the Worker Catholic, Center Presbyterian, Westside Baptist, Rocky Springs 
Baptist, Journey of Faith Fellowship, and our newest partner The Church of 
Life.  This is truly an ecumenical partnership.  This is what Church is all 
about.  Everyone working together to bring about the Kingdom of God.”      

 

Youth Mission Trip right around the corner 

July 25- August 1, the Youth will once 

again invade Wilmington, N.C. to work with WARM-  
Wilmington Area Rebuilding Ministry.  This year we 
are excited to be taking 22 youth and parents who will 
be doing jobs that will improve the lives less fortunate 
than themselves.  We will be staying at the Matthew 
House, which is a beach house that is provided by the 
Little Chapel on the Boardwalk.   

Calender of Events: 

July 10-11-  Pastor helping with Jr. High Adventure Camp. 

July 15-18-  Pastor helping with Sr. High Adventure Camp. 

July 20-22-  VBS-  Thailand Trek  5:30-8:00pm 

July 25-  August 1- Youth Mission trip. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


