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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come!  All is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
men’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 

God were making his appeal through us.”  (II Corinthians 5:17-20) 

 In a few days the elections will be held and negative ads and media character 
assassinations will cease…… right?  I hope so, but I have my doubts.  Battle lines have been 
drawn and no matter who wins, the losing side will cry foul while the winners will soon sink in 
the political quagmire landscape that has been created.   

 The idea of reconciling differences has become an alien concept as this nation struggles 
with “trust” issues between family members, church members and community members as each 
party or person promotes their agenda interests.   So what are the followers of Christ Jesus to do 
in the midst of all this?  After all, though we may all worship the same Lord, we may not all 
agree on what direction our nation is going, or might go as a result of the election.  Yet,  Paul 
reminds us that we are all called to be Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
(God’s) appeal through us.”   If this country is to ever have a chance for healing and 
reconciliation, it must start with us who are called to be Christ’s ambassadors.   Our human 
nature may lead us to create divisions with each other over the issues facing our nation and the 
world,  but it is our spiritual nature, that reminds us we have been reconciled to God through our 
faith in Christ and have been given the ministry of reconciliation to show a world filled with 
people who do not know God, how God can help people work through their differences.  The 
key is to stay focused on Christ Jesus even when the world doesn’t.    

As I think back to Franklin Graham at the  Nashville prayer rally,  I remember him 
saying,  “America is in dire circumstances and turning to God is our only hope.”  No matter who 
wins the election,  that person will be facing some of the greatest challenges in the history of our 
nation and that person will need our prayers more than ever.  In the midst of all the political 
chaos,  let us together be Christ’s ambassadors and  a light of reconciling hope in a sinfully 
darkened world.  Let us,  you and I join other believers in our call to be God’s mouthpiece to this 
world. 

In Peace,  Jon 



Jon 

Philip and Jessica Bivens want to 
express their deepest thanks for the 
wonderful wedding gifts they received 
along with the support and love of the 
church. 

 

 

 

Sunday Night with Ann Graham 
Lotz.  Beginning on November 4-6, Ann Graham 

Lotz will be giving four  presentations at the Cove 
in Ashville, NC.  Her theme will be “Passing the 
Baton to the Next Generation”.  We will suspend 
our study on John and will be downloading her presentations each Sunday night @6pm 
throughout the month of November for any parent, grandparent, or friend who would like to 

come.  Be sure to invite your friends. 

    Youth 
Bake Cake Sale 

Want a cake for the holidays?  Chef 
Veronica Taylor will be assisting our  
youth in making special order cakes.  They 

will be $25 per cake and they will be ready 
for pick up on Wednesday, November 23 
at the church.  Your choices will be : 
Chocolate, Carrot, Strawberry, and 
German Chocolate with coconut
 Request slips will be passed before 
and after church.  Please turn them in to 

Regina Bivens or Veronica Taylor.    



Annual Congregational Meeting is 

scheduled for November 27, 2016 immediately following 
worship.  Two items to be discussed and voted on:  the 
Report of the Nominating Committee and the  Salary 
package for the Pastor.   

 

         

 Be sure to set your clocks back this 
Sunday and enjoy that extra hour of sleep! 
  

 

Shelter My Sheep News 

In the next couple of weeks, the water and electricity will 
be hooked up for house #1 and we will need help putting 
the new porch on in the next couple of weeks.  Rod Presley 
is putting in the septic system at the site for house #2 and 
we will hopefully be moving it on site where it will be 
completed.  Stay tuned for opportunities where we will 
need help completing house #2.    

  Need help delivering fruit baskets 

November 19 @ 9am, all are invited to join the youth to 
prepare fruit baskets and deliver them to over 80 
individuals and families for this Thanks Giving season 
from Ball Play to Coker Creek.  We will be meeting in the 
fellowship hall.  

 

November 20 following worship,  everyone is invited to 
gather for the Annual Fall Harvest dinner.  Sign up sheets 
will be announced in the next week. 



This year, we want to encourage each family to make a 
Christmas shoe box gift for a another child in the world.  
Collection day is November 14 so we  have two weeks to fill a 
shoe box.  The process is simple.   

Get a shoe box and mark it B- boy or G- girl.  Put in a 
“WOW” toy (doll, stuffed animal, deflated soccer ball with 
pump). Then one can fill around the WOW gifts with 
crayons, coloring book, toys, hygiene items (bar soap, 
toothbrush, washcloth, etc.),  a small reading book, and 

simple school supplies.   You can also put in a photo of you and/or your family along with 
an address so child might be able to write to you.  Finally, after it is all packed,  put in a $7 
donation (check or cash) to pay for transportation cost.  Join us as we join thousands of 
others who will be making these gifts to bless another child somewhere in this world this 
Christmas season. 

 

Presbytery Wide Mission trip to Hammond, LA. 

The date has been set for January 22-28, 2017 and the cost will be $200 which covers 
transportation, food, and housing.  Maximum number to go will be 25.  I know 8 have 
already signed up.  Registration deadline is December 1, 2016.  Many skills can be used, 
including workers, carpenters, cleaners, cooks,  “runners”,  etc.  If interested, please 
contact Church office at 253-2303 or email jfaraone@bellsouth.net .   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sometime this month, if and when you see a soldier in uniform,  express your thanks to 
them for their willingness to protect you.   


